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Welcome to the second newsletter of 2015. We are just one month from the IUCN 

[ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ !ōǳ 5ƘŀōƛΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΣ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƴ 

opportunity to discuss where our priorities will be for the next IUCN Quadrennium from 

2017-2020, and where we have opportunities for synergy with other SSC Specialist 

DǊƻǳǇǎ ŀƴŘ {ǳōŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ 

meeting, based on the recommendations from our FFSG meeting in December 2014 

(see Issue 7, December 2014, of Saving Freshwater Fishes and Habitats for a summary of those 

recommendations). We continue to be involved with the development of the World Fish Migration Platform 

(http://www.worldfishmigrationplatform.com/ ), which includes the World Fish Migration Day in 2016 (see 

the Noticeboard at the end of this newsletter) and the Fish Passage Conference that occurred in June this 

year. The latter included keynote presentations from two of our Steering Committee members, Claudio 

Baigún and Zeb Hogan; I encourage you to read the abstracts of their sessions, which you can download from 

the Conference webpage at http://fishpassage.umass.edu/Φ ²ƘƛƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ L¦/b [ŜŀŘŜǊΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ 

the opportunity to discuss additional project ideas with the Freshwater Conservation Subcommittee and 

WWF, focusing on studying global fish migration pathway patterns, free-flowing rivers, and planned dams.  

 

 
 

Zeb Hogan giving his keynote address at the Fish Passage Conference in June.  

Photo from http://www.dutchwatersector.com/ . For a short video of Zeb announcing the World  

Fish Migration Day, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yn__anZ97aw.  

    FFSG UPDATE 

Message from the FFSG Global Chair 
 

Dr. Richard Sneider 

http://www.worldfishmigrationplatform.com/
http://fishpassage.umass.edu/
http://www.dutchwatersector.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yn__anZ97aw
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Pete Rand (FFSG Steering Committee and Chair of the IUCN Salmonid Specialist group) and Rajeev Raghavan 

(FFSG Regional Co-Chair for South Asia) will be hosting a session on Guidelines on recreational fishing as a 

conservation tool, to obtain feedback on a document that will provide guidance to government policy 

makers, NGOs, interested stakeholders, and others on best practices to minimize stress and mortality on 

threatened fishes in recreational fisheries. Ian Harrison (FFSG Technical Officer) will be working with Piero 

Genovesi (Chair of the Invasive Species Specialist Group) and Topis Contreras MacBeath (Chair of the 

Freshwater Conservation Subcommittee) to host a session on Invasive alien species in freshwater ecosystems. 

This will review an emerging collaborative opportunity between the Invasive Species Specialist group and 

freshwater SSC Groups, focused on developing research and conservation action associated with addressing 

the problems of invasive species.  

 

{ƻΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜƴǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΦ CC{D ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǾŜǊȅ 

active in other areas over the last few months. Scott Dowd, /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ CC{DΩǎ IƻƳŜ !ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳ CƛǎƘ {ǳōƎǊƻǳǇ 

(HAFSG) led a Strategic Development meeting at the important, international Aquarama 2015 congress held 

in Singapore in May. The meeting further established the HAFSG as a leader in the cross-sectoral dialogues 

and planning necessary to develop a framework to maximize environmental and socioeconomic benefits as 

an outcome of the home aquarium trade. This newsletter includes a summary of the meeting at Aquarama 

and the next steps for the HAFSG.  

 

Claudio Baigún attended the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Ramsar Convention (COP 

12), held in Uruguay in June. That COP meeting has some important outcomes that relate to the work of 

FFSG. The full list of resolutions is available at http://www.ram sar.org/about/cop12-resolutions, and an 

interesting summary of the meeting is provided in the Earth Negotiations Bulletin (Vol 17, no. 46), available 

from http://www.iisd.ca/ramsar/cop12/ . It is great to see the resolution on water requirements of wetlands 

for the present and the future (resolution 12), that supports the integration of biodiversity values into the 

development planning processes and strategies. Hence, the work we do with the IUCN Freshwater 

.ƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ¦ƴƛǘ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ L¦/bΩǎ Dƭƻōal Species Programme, on Red List assessments for 

freshwater species and on identifying freshwater key biodiversity areas, represents essential sources of 

information for describing those biodiversity values. I am also encouraged by Resolutions 6 and 15 on the 

status (Res. 6) and effective management and conservation (Res 15) of Ramsar sites. The work we do within 

the FFSG can provide important data on the status of freshwater fish communities in Ramsar sites, which can 

be used for informing the status of these sites and for planning effective management. Indeed, our work can 

help the Ramsar convention identify areas that are not presently Ramsar sites but should be. 

 

This newsletter includes some information about awards received this year by our fellow members (past and 

present). Congratulations to Steven Cooke, Vishwanath Waikhom, and my predecessor as Global Chair 

Gordon McGregor Reid for your excellent achievements. I encourage all FFSG members to let Ian Harrison 

know of any awards you receive related to your work on freshwater biodiversity and fishes in particular. It is 

helpful for us to keep a record of this information, to show the excellent professional standards of our 

membership. 

 

http://www.ramsar.org/about/cop12-resolutions
http://www.iisd.ca/ramsar/cop12/
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Sadly it is not all good news from me for this report. At the end of May this year we ran out of money to 

ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ !ƭŜȄ aŀǳǊƻƴŜǊΣ ƻǳǊ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ 

Alex has done over the last year, supporting the FFSG members, developing projects and proposals, running 

the weōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ΨŀƴŘ aǳŎƘ aƻǊŜΗΗΗΩ -to adopt the 

ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ǿŜ ǳǎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǾŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ !ƭŜȄΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƻǾŜǊ 

the year with the collaboration of IUCN-SSC and the Zoological Society of London. I am extremely grateful to 

my friends in SSC and ZSL for helping with this. FFSG would not have made the progress it has over the last 

ȅŜŀǊ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ !ƭŜȄΩǎ ŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƛƴƎƭȅ ŜƴǘƘǳǎƛŀǎǘƛŎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǎƻ ǘƘƛǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳƻƴŜy well spent. I truly hope 

that we are in a temporary situation with the loss of Alex from our staff, and will have money to bring him 

back as our Programme Officer very soon.  

 

In the meantime I also wish to offer my sincere thanks to Olay Weyl, our new Regional Chair for Southern 

Africa (see page 14), and especially his intern Ann Wu who helped significantly with the editing and design of 

this issue of our newsletter. Ann studies Ichthyology and Aquaculture at Rhodes University. She has an MSc in 

Aquaculture and is currently an intern in the freshwater ecology and conservation group at the South African 

Institute of Aquatic Biodiversity, and is intent on pursuing a PhD next year. She is actively involved in 

biodiversity assessment in a variety of ecosystems ranging from headwater streams in the Eastern Cape to 

Lake Malawi. We also have a great theme on fishes of southern Africa in this newsletter. Many thanks to all of 

you who have contributed to the newsletter and I look forward to exciting times ahead with developing 

various project ideas. 

 

Best wishes, 

 
 
Richard Sneider 
FFSG Global Chair 
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Gordon McGregor Reid - 2015 LeCren medalist of the Fisheries 

Society of the British Isles 
 

Ian Harrison 

FFSG Technical Officer 

 

 

Each year, the Fisheries Society of the British Isles makes a call for nominations for their Le Cren medal. This 

medal is named in honour of David LeCren, a former Director of the Freshwater Biological Associations, 

Windermere Laboratory, and is awarded to individuals who have made a lifelong contribution to all aspects of 

the study of fish biology and/ or fisheries science, with a focus on conservation, training or public 

understanding of the discipline. 

 

Gordon McGregor Reid, who had been Global Chair of the 

IUCNΆSSC/Wetlands International Freshwater Fish Specialist 

Group (FFSG) from 2004 to 2013 was among the nominees, 

and at the beginning of June, 2015, the Fisheries Society of 

the British Isles announced that their Council had selected 

Gordon as the recipient for the medal in 2015. The medal 

was presented to Gordon by Ian Winfield, President of the 

Fisheries Society of the British Isles, at a ceremony held on 

July 31 at the SocietyΩs Annual Conference (focused on shark 

biology and conservation). The gala dinner was hosted by the 

National Marine Aquarium, Plymouth, UK. 

 

Any of us who were lucky enough to be a part of FFSG under 

his leadership, or to work alongside him in projects, this 

medal will come as no surprise. This is a fitting and excellent 

recognition of all the qualities that make Gordon so dear to 

so many of us. I would encourage you to take another look at 

²ƛƭƭ 5ŀǊǿŀƭƭΩǎ  ŀŎŎƻƭŀŘŜ ǘƻ DƻǊŘƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜǘƛǊŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ 

role as Chair, which includes comments on his stellar 

qualities from many of us in FFSG, published in Issue 3 

(October 2013) of our newsletteǊ ΨSaving Freshwater Fishes  

and HabitatsΩ . 

 

But it might be worth reminding ourselves of what makes Gordon so suitable as the 2015 LeCren medalist. 

aǳŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ L ƘŀǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜŘ ōŜƭƻǿ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊΣ 

published in Issues 3/14 (August 2014) and 2/15 (2015) of WAZA News (the newsletter of the World 

Gordon receiving the LeCren medal from Ian 
Winfield, President of the Fisheries Society of the 
British Isles. Photo: Ian Winfield 



7 

 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums, for which Gordon was President from 2007-2009). I strongly encourage 

you to read these for more details. 

 

The LeCren medalists must have made a lifelong contribution to the studies of fish biology (especially 

conservation and contributing to public understanding and training). Gordon has certainly done that ς and 

continues to. His interest in fishes started young, keeping  fish as a teenager, joining the Scottish Aquarium 

Society, and ǘǿƛŎŜ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ŀǘŜǊƭƛŦŜ /ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ΨŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ŀǉǳŀǊƛǳƳ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΦLƴ мфст ƘŜ 

became an Animal Technician in the Zoology Department of the University of Glasgow. He took charge of the 

5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ ƳŀǊƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊŜǎƘǿŀǘŜǊ ŀǉǳŀǊƛǳƳΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŜd Dr. Peter Maitland in his field surveys of British 

fishes, including the first echo soundings of fish populations carried out in some of Scotland's largest lochs. He 

also made technical illustrations for the first Key to British Freshwater Fishes published by the Freshwater 

.ƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ hǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ .ƻǘǎǿŀƴŀ 

and Nigeria he worked on fisheries and aquaculture projects, in difficult circumstances, and developed his 

skills in organizing local field teams for scientific collections of fishes for major international institutions such 

as the Natural History Museum, London. Following his BSc (Zoology) in 1974, Gordon worked on his PhD ς a 

revision of African species of the genus Labeo; at the same time working as a Lecturer in Biology and setting 

up a new department in the University of Sokoto, Nigeria. He set up an aquarium and museum facilities at the 

University.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gordon fishing in his youth in the West of Scotland 

 

After completing his PhD Gordon became the Conservation Officer in the Liverpool Museum, in 1982, and 

subsequently the Keeper of Natural History (Conservation) where he maintained museum collections and the 

largest museum-based Aquarium and Vivarium in the UK. In 1985 Gordon was offered the position of Keeper 

of Natural History at the Horniman Museum & Gardens, London. During this time Gordon oversaw work on 

ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎŜǳƳΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜǎΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴǎΦ aƻǎǘ 

ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘƭȅΣ ƘŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ ƴŜǿ ΨLiving Waters AquariumΩ ς the 
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ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ŜƴǘƛǊŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΤ ŀƴŘ ŀ CƛǎƘ wŜǎŎǳŜ ŀƴŘ .ǊŜŜŘƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƴŘŀƴƎŜǊŜŘ ŎƛŎƘƭƛŘ 

fishes. (For more information on the Horniman and the Living Waters AquariumΣ ǎŜŜ WŀƳŜǎ wƻōǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ΨHistory of Zoos and Aquariums, mentioned below). While based at the Horniman, 

Gordon chaired a London Wildlife Trust Woodland Management Committee and teamed with the new 

London Ecology Unit to employ longterm jobless youths to survey and conserve local animals and plants. He 

continued his African field programs and managed an essential ecological survey, in collaboration with WWF, 

on the freshwaters of the Korup rainforest and the Barombi Mbo Crater Lake, Cameroon. This included 

collections of new species as well as new records of invasive species beyond their previously known range of 

invasion. The report from the work at Korup was placed as a selected project by the Rolex Awards for 

Enterprise 1990. The work also lead to an important review of the fishes of the Cross River basin 

(Cameroon/Nigeria); this remains one of the most important sources of information for this part of western 

central Africa. 

 

In 1992 Gordon became Curator-in-Chief at 

Chester Zoo where he altered the collection 

focus to species that are threatened on the IUCN 

Red List (rising to 50%, with 25% placed in 

internationally managed breeding programmes). 

Indeed, in the early 1990's, Gordon established 

and chaired a Fish and Aquatic Invertebrate 

Taxon Advisory Group for the European 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums (EAZA). This 

Taxon Advisory Group organized the first 

collaborative international breeding and 

research programmes for these taxa in public 

aquariums, focusing on rare and Red Listed 

species. At Chester Zoo he oversaw improvement in exhibition and interpretation, and established overseas 

programmes in support of in-situ conservation work. He was promoted to Director of the Zoo in 1995, and 

ǎǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΦ DƻǊŘƻƴ ŘǊƻǾŜ ƘǳƎŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ȊƻƻΩǎ ƻƴ-site work with animals, 

including conservation breeding programmes and education and outreach programmes. The annual business 

turnover of the zoo passed £25 million and Gordon oversaw the transfer of portions of the profits to support 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦ CƛǎƘŜǎΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŜ ƻŦ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘΣ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ 

this time he was elected as Linnean Society President (2004ς2006) ς ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƻƭŘŜǎǘ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

botany and zoology, and served as an editor for the Journal of Fish Biology. As noted above, he was President 

of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums from 2007 to 2009. His work for WAZA was prolific and is 

well summarized in the issue 2/15 of WAZA News. Worth noting here is that, working with WAZA and EAZA 

Gordon helped produce important strategy documents such as Developing the Research Potential of Zoos and 

Aquaria: The EAZA Research Strategy (2008), and Turning the Tide: A Global Aquarium Strategy for 

Conservation and Sustainability (2009). The later was endorsed by several international organizations, 

including IUCN-SSC, Wetlands International, and Conservation International (all of whom are closely 

associated with FFSG). The report was translated into many languages and downloaded from the WAZA 

 

                  Gordon on fieldwork in Nigeria in 1992 
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ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ ¦ƴŘŜǊ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎȅ ²!½! ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ŀ ǎȅƳǇƻǎƛǳƳ ƻƴ Bio-CryoBanks & 

Wildlife Conservation, where Gordon gave a keynote address on The Frozen Ark ς saving the DNA of 

endangered species; and he co-ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ Ψŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ Cryobanking of viable biomaterials: implementation of 

new strategies for conservation purposes (published in 2009 in Molecular Ecology, volume 18). Gordon was 

also responsible for bringing together the research, conservation, and education interests of WAZA and the 

FFSG, by arranging joint meetings of the organizations to share ideas and information. One of these meetings 

ς the 4th International Zoo and Aquarium Symposium: Global Freshwater Fish Conservation ς Linking In Situ 

and ex Situ Conservation Actions, that was hosted in Chester in 2010 by Chester Zoo, the Zoological Society of 

London, and FFSG, ultimately resulted in the publication of a special issue of International Zoo Yearbook 

(Volume 47, 2013) on Freshwater Fishes and Their Conservation. This volume, which includes an excellent mix 

of scientific research, global data analysis, and application of the information to conservation and education, 

included contributions from several FFSG members. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                    

                               2005 meeting of the Freshwater Fish Specialist Group 

 

Gordon has maintained active, and often leading roles in numerous scientific and conservation committees, 

including many IUCN Committee and Specialist Groups. Most notably, as noted above, he served as the Global 

Chair of the IUCNΆSSC/Wetlands International Freshwater Fish Specialist Group (FFSG) for almost a decade. 

During that time he expanded our group from almost nothing to about 200 expert members, with expert 

coverage from around the world. He built the strength of the group by organizing international meetings, 

almost yearly, to share information on fish biology and conservation. Many of these were hosted by Chester 

Zoo, and he found funds to support the attendance of colleagues from less developed countries, since he 

knew their input to these meetings to be essential for advancing conservation on the ground. The discussions 

at these meetings provided the seeds for future collaborations within our group, and with others (such as in 
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the zoo community, as discussed above). Through his position as Director of Chester Zoo, Gordon was able to 

help find funding to support field projects proposed by FFSG members. He supported the development of 

IUCN Red List assessment projects for freshwater fishes; and supported the publication of critical faunal 

ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ YƻǘǘƭŜƭŀǘ ϧ CǊŜȅƘƻŦΩǎ όнллтύ Handbook of European Freshwater Fishes, ŀƴŘ {ƘǊŜǎǘŀΩǎ όнллу) 

Ichthyology of Nepal. He provided extensive input as a co-author on IUCN publications on the distribution and 

conservation status of fishes in Africa. 

 

As stated by Simon SǘǳŀǊǘΣ ό/ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ L¦/bΩǎ {ǇŜŎƛŜǎ Survival CƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴύΣ άDƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŜǊƎŜǘƛŎ leadership has 

shaped and strengthened the FFSG, and the success and stability of this group owes much to his dedication 

and his ceaseless enthusiŀǎƳΦέ LƴŘŜŜŘΣ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄŜƳǇƭŀǊȅΣ ǾƛǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CC{D ǿŀǎ 

ŦƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмп ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ {{/ /ƘŀƛǊΩǎ /ƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 

awarded in recognition of outstanding contributions to the SSC. 

 

Gordon has a prodigious publication record, with over 240 publications since about 1978. Through these, he 

has shared information with scientific and public audiences. His publications cover many different subjects, 

including information on the anatomy, taxonomy, and conservation of fishes, and on the role of zoos in 

science and conservation, as well as publications reviewing the history of science (especially concerning 

fishes). His publications have continued into his retirement from the Zoo and FFSG, with his most recent 

publication (co-edited with Geoffrey Moore of the University Marine Biological Station, UK) being History of 

Zoos & Aquariums: From Royal gifts to Biodiversity Conservation. Further information about this publication is 

given on page 11 of this newsletter. 

 

In summary, Gordon has made an enormous personal and direct contribution to our understanding of the 

science of freshwater fishes, and how to conserve them. But he has had an ever greater impact by supporting 

his colleagues in the development of their projects, and in bringing the message of freshwater fish 

conservation to the public through his career, and his role in chairing the FFSG for many years. Indeed, the 

LeCren medal is well deserved. 
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New Publication - History of Zoos and Aquariums: From Royal 

Gifts to Biodiversity Conservation 

By Gordon McGregor Reid and Geoffrey Moore  
 

Ian Harrison and Alex Mauroner  

FFSG Technical Officer and FFSG Programme Officer 

 
 

This excellent publication, co-edited by the former Global Chair of FFSG, Gordon McGregor Reid, is now 

available. It is the outcome of the proceedings of an international symposium titled, From Royal Gifts to 

Biodiversity Conservation: History and Development of menageries, Zoos and Aquariums, that was hosted by 

Chester Zoo in May 2011 and was co-sponsored by the Society for the History of Natural History, The Linnean 

{ƻŎƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ .ŀǊǘƭŜǘǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ½ƻƻǎ ŀƴŘ !ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳǎΦ .ŜǎƛŘŜǎ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ 

role as co-editor, he also co-authors with Geoffrey Moore ǘƘŜ LƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƻǊȅ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻƴ Ψ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ½ƻƻ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΩΣ 

and he co-authors a chapter with our former FFSG Programme Officer, Suzanne Turnock, on the Artis Royal 

Zoo in Amsterdam. Suzanne and her predecessor as FFSG Programme Officer, Katalin Csatádi, also worked 

with Gina Douglas (of the Linnean Society of London, and the Society for the History of Natural History) as 

editorial assistants on the production of the book. 

 

The book (158 pages) is split into four sections, each with several enlightening chapters, drawing on diverse 

case studies to illustrate the points being discussed. These sections are: 1) Zoos from small beginnings; 2) 

!ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳǎΧ ½ƻƻǎ ¦ƴŘŜǊǿŀǘŜǊΤ оύ ½ƻƻǎ ŀƴŘ !ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΤ пύ ½ƻƻǎ ŀƴŘ !ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

Future. 

 

 Most FFSG members would probably turn first to section 2, specifically on Aquariums. It opens with an 

ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ōȅ .ŜǊƴŘ .ǊǳƴƴŜǊ ƻƴ ΨIƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŀǉǳŀǊƛǳƳǎΥ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ between institutional aquariums and the 

ŀǉǳŀǊƛǳƳ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƘƻōōȅΦ DŜƻŦŦǊŜȅ aƻƻǊŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ Ψ¢ƘŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ŀƴŘ 

!ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳ ŀǘ aƛƭƭǇƻǊǘΩǎ aŀǊƛƴŜ {ǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΥ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƳǇǊƻƳƛǎŜΦΩ ¢ƘŜ wƻōŜǊǘǎƻƴ !ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳ ƛǎ ŀ 

small aquarium focused on displaying local fauna and educating visitors about the local ecosystems. The 

chapter highlights the challenges faced by a small, and geographically isolated institution. The final chapter of 

this section, written by James Robson (Deputy Aquarium CǳǊŀǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǊƴƛƳŀƴ aǳǎŜǳƳύΣ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ΨIƛǎǘƻǊȅ 

ŀƴŘ CǳǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƻǊƴƛƳŀƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ !ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǇƛŜŎŜΣ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ 

gives a review of the development of the Living Waters Aquarium project coordinated by Gordon McGregor 

Reid when he was Keeper of Natural History at the Horniman. This exhibit was innovative, placing individual 

exhibits in the context of moving along a river from source to sea, and highlighting issues of threats and 

conservation. The chapter concludes with a discussion of a second rebuild of the Aquarium in 2005, with the 
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development of new facilities that explore local to global themes and promote in-house and collaborative 

research of diverse fields such as coral husbandry and mangrove cultivation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chapters in the other sections of this book are highly worth reading. For example, there is an informative 

piece by Onnie Byers and Robert Lacy on the Conservation Breeding Specialist Group, and an interesting 

account of Species Information Systems used by Zoos and Aquariums, written by Karin Schwartz and Nate 

CƭŜǎƴŜǎǎΦ L ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƻƴ Ψ9Ǿƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ȋƻƻǎ ŀǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊǎΩ ōȅ aŀƎƎƛŜ 9ǎǎƻƴΣ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ƻŦ /ƘŜster Zoo. 

 

The publication gives a highly readable account of how zoos have evolved into organizations for public leisure, 

education and science, with a role in biodiversity conservation and sustainable futures. The narrative accounts 

are well illustrated with a range of photographs and drawings (new and archival) and interesting charts and 

graphs that document the history of zoos and their resources. The cover of the publication, shown here, gives 

a great sense of what lies within! 

 

The publication is GB£20 ς which is great value. For more information on ordering the publication, go to: 

http://shnh.org.uk/news/history-zoos-aquariums-now-available/. 

http://shnh.org.uk/news/history-zoos-aquariums-now-available/
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Vishwanath Waikhom Receives the EK Janaki Ammal National 

Award for Animal Taxonomy 
 

 
 

 
The EK Janaki Ammal National award for Animal Taxonomy 
ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ ōȅ ǘƘŜ IƻƴΩōƭŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ ƻŦ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΣ {ƘǊƛ 
Pakash Javadekar to Vishwanath Waikhom (Regional co-chair 
for South Asia FFSG) for his contribution to freshwater fish 
taxonomy of the Eastern Himalaya at the World Environment 
Day celebration in New Dheli. 5

th
 June 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

Steven Cooke Receives the NSERC E.W.R. Steacie Fellowship  

 

 
 

 
FFSG member received the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research 
Council of Canada (NSERC) E.W.R. Steacie Fellowship in February of this 
year (so we are giving our belated congratulations), awarded by the 
Canadian Government.  As part of the award, Steven receives $250,000 to 
continue his research on stress experiences of individual fish during 
migration, with a focus on salmonids. Cooke will be relieved of teaching 
and administrative duties for two years in order to devote his time and 
energy to research and mentoring students.  In the photo Cooke (on the 
left) is receiving the award from the Governor General of Canada. 
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FFSG Welcomes Two New Regional Co-Chairs 
 

Alex Mauroner 

FFSG Programme Officer 

 

As part of our continued effort to support activity at the regional level, the FFSG has undergone two more 

changes in regional leadership. Dr. Paul Skelton, who has been dutifully serving as Regional Chair for Southern 

!ŦǊƛŎŀΣ ƛǎ ǊŜǘƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƻ ǎǘŜǇ Řƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ Ƙƛǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ CC{DΦ ¦Ǉƻƴ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

Dr. Olaf Weyl (new to the FFSG) will now serve as Regional Chair for Southern Africa. He is also Principle 

Scientist for the South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity. Dr. Weyl has already been proactive and 

enthusiastic in his new position with our group. 

 

We are also happy to welcome Dr. Dmitry Lajus to the FFSG as the new Regional Chair for the Eastern 

tŀƭŜŀǊŎǘƛŎ wŜƎƛƻƴ όŦƻǊƳŜǊƭȅ άbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ !ǎƛŀέύΦ 5ǊΦ [ŀƧǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŦǊƻƳ 5ǊΦ bƛƴŀ 

Bogutskaya, who had very recently stepped down. Dmitry is an Associate Professor at Saint Petersburg State 

University in their Department of Ichthyology and Hydrobiology. Though he is new to the FFSG, Dr. Lajus has 

worked with some of our members in the past and comes highly recommended in the area of conservation. 

We look forward to seeing the work that he and others will accomplish in this very important region for 

freshwater fishes and habitats.  
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HAFSG Chair Leads Strategic Development Meeting at Aquarama 

2015 

 

Scott Dowd 

New England Aquarium and Chair of the Home Aquarium Fish Sub-Group 

 

A complete report of the meeting is available from the FFSG website at: 

http://www.iucnffsg.org/about-ffsg-2/home-aquarium-fish-sub-group/ 

 

Executive Summary 

 

At the Aquarama 2015 Seminars held in Singapore May 28 ς June 1 the IUCN Freshwater Fishes Specialist 

Group worked with the event organizers to convene discussions, panels, and a Strategic Development 

Meeting with the goals of developing a framework to maximize environmental and socioeconomic benefits as 

an outcome of the home aquarium trade. 

 

In recent years, it has become increasingly clear there is substantial overlap in the shared goals for 

environmental and socioeconomic benefits between commercial stakeholders, the academic/conservation 

community, and zoos and public aquariums. Leaders in these three groups convened at Aquarama to discuss 

shared goals, shared challenges, and how a harmonized strategy may yield significant benefits to all. 

 

In the not too distant past, these three groups would not necessarily have viewed the others as partners; in 

fact, a certain degree of reservation towards each other was not uncommon. The sincere commitment to 

collaboration that took place at the Singapore meeting was, itself, a great step forward. The key perspectives 

of the three groups at this point can be described through the following examples: 

 

ω LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅΥ 5ǊΦ DŜǊŀƭŘ .ŀǎǎƭŜŜǊΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻŦ hǊƴŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ CƛǎƘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ όhCLύΣ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŜŀƎŜǊƴŜǎǎ 

for trade members to support research on the industry. He also described intolerance within OFI for 

poor ethics and unsustainable practices. He saw a great opportunity to partner with zoos and aquariums 

to inspire and foster the next generation of responsible fishkeepers. 

 

ω !ŎŀŘŜƳƛŎκŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ aǎΦ [ȅƴƴ ¢ŀƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ό/LύΣ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ 

to descriptions of how the aquarium trade is being negatively affected by activists in the EU, shared 

examples from CI's work that demonstrate to the trade community that CI and other mainstream 

scientific/conservation groups are able and ready to work with industry to redirect and rebrand it as a 

ŦƻǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƎƻƻŘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜΥ ŀύ /LΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǇŀǘƘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

dragonfish (Scleropages formosus) market in the US, with recognition that the trade of dragonfish will 

help to direct funds to the conservation of the species in situ, and; b) she cited a case study in which CI 

http://www.iucnffsg.org/about-ffsg-2/home-aquarium-fish-sub-group/
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maintained their partnership with the SEA Aquarium despite the fact that the aquarium was being 

attacked by animal rights groups in protests over dolphins exhibits. 

 

ω tǳōƭƛŎ Ȋƻƻǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǉǳŀǊƛǳƳǎΥ /ƛƴŘȅ [ŜŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻ ½ƻƻ ό!ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ½ƻƻǎ ŀƴŘ !ǉǳŀǊƛǳƳǎύ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ 

for increased two-way exchange between the home aquarium trade and zoos and aquariums in 

technology and overall strategic planning. Cindy shared that zoos and public aquariums have 

approximately 200 million visitors annually and that they represent an ideal platform for messaging that 

will reach a broad and relevant population. 

The goal of elucidating the shared priorities by the three groups was met. A broad strategic framework 

plan was developed, which calls for the Home Aquarium Fish Sub-group to produce a Consensus 

Statement and White Paper identifying opportunities to maximize socioeconomic and environmental 

benefit from the aquarium hobby, case studies to be showcased and promoted in public aquariums and 

zoos, and harmonized and reflective marketing with commercial trade partners, and the hobby 

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                  Photo: Facilitators Network Singapore 

 

Next steps and timeline: 

 

ω WǳƴŜ мфΣ нлмрΥ hǇŜƴ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƻƴ ŀύ ǘƘŜ !ǉǳŀǊŀƳŀ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ōύΣ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ 

strategy of the HAFSG to identify beneficial case studies and opportunities associated with the trade, 

which can be used to showcase positive examples at zoos and public aquariums in a way to foster a 

market for aquarium fishes that are sustainable, benefit the environment, and help support local 

livelihoods. 
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ω hƴƎƻƛƴƎΥ ¢ƘŜ I!C{D {ǘŜŜǊƛƴƎ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ό{/ύ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴǎ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ 

stakeholders within the aquarium fish trade, the scientific/conservation community, and zoos and public 

aquariums. 

 

ω Wǳƭȅ мрΣ нлмрΥ ¢ƘŜ I!FSG SC will produce a Consensus Statement comprising points of agreement in 

regard to fostering environmental and socioeconomic benefits from the aquarium fish trade. 

 

ω {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мΣ нлмрΥ ¢ƘŜ I!C{D {/ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŀ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘǊŀŦǘ ²ƘƛǘŜ tŀǇŜǊ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ŜȄŀƳples of where 

the home aquarium fish trade currently results in environmental and/or socioeconomic benefit, where 

through attainable adaptation it could result in benefit, and where there is the urgent need for 

environmental stewardship or livelihoods that could be attained from the aquarium trade. 

 

ω hƴƎƻƛƴƎΥ ²ƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ hǊƴŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ CƛǎƘ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ όhCLύΣ hǊƴŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ 

Trade Association (OATA), and the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) to seek examples that 

might be included in the HAFSG White Paper. 

 

ω !½! bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜΣ {ŜǇǘ нлмрΥ !ŘǾŀƴŎŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ-wide initiative for zoos and aquariums to 

showcase examples from the HAFSG White Paper in their exhibits and programs. This initiative should 

highlight conservation themes, while encouraging visitors to enter the fishkeeping hobby and seek fishes 

that have been sourced in ways that result in beneficial outcomes. 

 

ω hƴƎƻƛƴƎΥ tƭŀƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǘ ǾŜƴǳŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾŜƴŜΥ 

AZA, EUAC, RAW, Aquatic Experience, Interzoo, Aquarama, etc. 

 

  

                  

Photo: Facilitators Network Singapore 
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New Publication - The Status and Distribution of Freshwater 
Biodiversity in the Arabian Peninsula 
 
Nieves Garcia, Ian Harrison, Neil Cox and Marcelo F. Tognelli 

IUCN-Conservation International Biodiversity and FFSG Technical Officer (Ian Harrison) 

 
 

This report, published in July 2015, evaluates the conservation status, at the regional scale, of 292 species 

belong to five taxonomic groups, including 18 species of fishes, 30 species of molluscs, 59 species of 

dragonflies and damselflies, three species of freshwater crabs and 182 wetland dependent plants. The report 

shows that freshwater crabs and fishes show a high degree of endemism, with 100% and 83% of the species 

respectively not being found anywhere else outside of the region. Overall 17% of the Arabian freshwater taxa 

are threatened with extinction at the regional scale, with a further 3% assessed as near Threatened and 20% 

as data Deficient. 

 

A short artcle on one of the species of fish assessed, Garra dunsirei, is given on page 34 of this Newsletter. 

 

The full report is: 

García, N., Harrison, I., Cox, N., and Tognelli, M.F. (compilers). (2015). The Status and Distribution of 

Freshwater Biodiversity in the Arabian Peninsula. Gland, Switzerland, Cambridge, UK and Arlington, USA: 

IUCN. 

 

The report is available for download from: 

http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/our_work/about_freshwater/resources_freshwater/ 

 

 
 
 
 
The Arabian freshwater assessments were possible thanks to the very 
generous support to IUCN by the Environment Agency of Abu Dhabi. Additonal 
support for data compilation and editing, and workshop facilitation was 
supplied by the Moore Centre for Science and Oceans within Conservation 
International. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


