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FFSGPDATE

Message from the FFSG Global Chair

Dr. Rcchard Seider

Welcome to the second newsletter of 2015. We are just one month from the I}
[ SFRSNEQ YSSGAYy3 Ay ! 06dz 5KI0AD® ¢CKAA |
opportunity to discuss where our priorities will be for the next IUCN Quadrennium f
20172020, and where we have opportunities for synergy with other SSC Sped @&
DNRdzLJA FyR {dzoO2YYAGUSSad 2SS KI @S éé
meeting, based on the recommendations from our FFSG meeting in December
(see Issue 7, Decembe2014, of Saving Freshwater Fishes and Habitats for a summary of those
recommendations). We continue to be involved with the development of the World Fish Migration Platform
(http://www.worldfishmigrationplatform.com/ ), which includes the World Fish Migi@ti Day in 2016 (see

the Noticeboard at the end of this newsletter) and the Fish Passage Conference that occurred in June thi
year. The latter included keynote presentations from two of our Steering Committee members, Claudio
Baigun and Zeb Hogan; | encage you to read the abstracts of their sessions, which you can download from
the Conference webpage http:/fishpassage.umass.edud 2 KAt S |4 GKS L! /b [ SIR
the opportunity to discuss additional project ideas with the Freshwatemns€wation Subcommittee and
WWEF, focusing on studying global fish migration pathway patterns;ffo@eng rivers, and planned dams.

Zeb Hogan giving his keynote address at the Fish Passage Conference in June.
Photo from http://www.dutchwatersector.com/ . For a short video of Zeb announcing the World

Fish Migrdion Day, go tohttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yn__anZ97aw
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Pete Rand (FFSG Steering Committee and Chair of the IUCN Salmonid Specialist group) and Rajeev Ragh
(FFSG Regional Chair for South Asia) will be hosting a session on Guidelines on recreational fishing as :
conservation tool, to obtain feedback on a document that will provide guidance to government policy
makers, NGOs, interested stakeholders, and others on best peacto minimize stress and mortality on
threatened fishes in recreational fisheries. lan Harrison (FFSG Technical Officer) will be working with Piel
Genovesi (Chair of the Invasive Species Specialist Group) and Topis Contreras MacBeath (Chair of
Freshwater Conservation Subcommittee) to host a session on Invasive alien species in freshwater ecosystem
This will review an emerging collaborative opportunity between the Invasive Species Specialist group an
freshwater SSC Groups, focused on developingares and conservation action associated with addressing
the problems of invasive species.

{23 6S oAttt KI@S LI Syde G2 NBLR2NI oF 01 G2 @&2dz
active in other areas over the last few months. Scott Dowd  ANJ 2F CC{ DQ& | 2YS ! |
(HAFSG) led a Strategic Development meeting at the important, international Aquarama 2015 congress he
in Singapore in May. The meeting further established the HAFSG as a leader in thsectosd dialogues

and planning necessary to develop a framework to maximize environmental and socioeconomic benefits a:
an outcome of the home aquarium trade. This newsletter includes a summary of the meeting at Aquaramsa
and the next steps for the HAFSG.

Claudio Baigun athded the twelfth meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Ramsar Convention (COP
12), held in Uruguay in June. That COP meeting has some important outcomes that relate to the work c
FFSG. The full list of resolutions is availablétad://www.ram sar.org/about/copl2resolutions and an
interesting summary of the meeting is provided in the Earth Negotiations Bulletin (Vol 17, no. 46), available
from http://www.iisd.ca/ramsar/copl2/ . It is great to see the resolution on water requirements of wetlands
for the present and the future (resolution 12), that supports the integration of biodiversity values into the
development planning processes and strategies. Hence, the work we do with the IUCN Freshwate
. AZ2RAGSNBAGE | yAG | yR al BpeddsIPrBgradimes gniRed |2sF assessments) for
freshwater species and on identifying freshwater key biodiversity areas, represents essential sources
information for describing those biodiversity values. | am also encouraged by Resolutions 6 andh&5 on
status (Res. 6) and effective management and conservation (Res 15) of Ramsar sites. The work we do witl
the FFSG can provide important data on the status of freshwater fish communities in Ramsar sites, which ce
be used for informing the status dfi¢se sites and for planning effective management. Indeed, our work can
help the Ramsar convention identify areas that are not presently Ramsar sites but should be.

This newsletter includes some information about awards received this year by our felloweneipast and
present). Congratulations to Steven Cooke, Vishwanath Waikhom, and my predecessor as Global Ch:
Gordon McGregor Reid for your excellent achievements. | encourage all FFSG members to let lan Harris
know of any awards you receive relateal your work on freshwater biodiversity and fishes in particular. It is
helpful for us to keep a record of this information, to show the excellent professional standards of our
membership.


http://www.ramsar.org/about/cop12-resolutions
http://www.iisd.ca/ramsar/cop12/

Sadly it is not all good news from me for this report. At the ehd/lay this year we ran out of money to
ddzLILI2 NI ! £t SE al dZNRYSNE 2dzNJ t N2INIF YYS hFFAOSN® L
Alex has done over the last year, supporting the FFSG members, developing projects and proposals, runni
thewed aAGS FYR KSEtLAYy3 (G2 ONBIFGS GKS&S yS staddéptitiieS NR
LIKNF aS ¢S dzaS 2y (GKS O20SN) 2F (GKSasS ySgatSGiSNAEG
the year with the collaboration of IUGSISGnd the Zoological Society of London. | am extremely grateful to
my friends in SSC and ZSL for helping with this. FFSG would not have made the progress it has over the
@SN gAlGK2dzii ! £t SEQa [al2yAaKAy 3t & $wel spdni Rttuli lioped L
that we are in a temporary situation with the loss of Alex from our staff, and will have money to bring him
back as our Programme Officer very soon.

In the meantime | also wish to offer my sincere thanks to Olay Weyl, our egwril Chair for Southern
Africa 6ee pagel4), and especially his intern Ann Wu who helped significantly with the editing and design of
this issue of our newsletter. Ann studies Ichthyology and Aquaculture at Rhodes University. She has an MSc
Aquacultue and is currently an intern in the freshwater ecology and conservation group at the South African
Institute of Aquatic Biodiversity, and is intent on pursuing a PhD next year. She is actively involved i
biodiversity assessment in a variety of ecosysteargying from headwater streams in the Eastern Cape to
Lake Malawi. We also have a great theme on fishes of southern Africa in this newsletter. Many thanks to all
you who have contributed to the newsletter and | look forward to exciting times ahead deteloping
various project ideas.

Best wishes,

Richard Sneider
FFSG Global Chair



Gordon McGregor Reid 2015 LeCren medalist of the Fisheries
Society of the British Isles

lan Harrison
FFSQA echnicaDfficer

Each year, the Fisheries Society of the British Isles makasfar nominations for their Le Cren medal. This
medal is named in honour of David LeCren, a former Director of the Freshwater Biological Association:
Windermere Laboratory, ahis awarded to individuals who have made a lifelong contribution to all aspects of
the study of fish biology and/ or fisheries scienaeith a focus on conservation, training or public
understanding of the discipline

Gordon McGregor Reid, who had be&tobal Chair of the
IUCNASSC/Wetlands International Freshwater Fish Speci
Group (FFSG) from 2004 to 2013 was among the nomin
and at the beginning of June, 2015, the Fisheries Societ
the British Isles announced that their Council had selec
Gordon as the recipientof the medal in 2015The medal
was pregented to Gordon by lan WinfieldPresident of the
Fisheries Society of the British Isles,aateremony heldon
July 3lat the Societ@® Annual Conferencddcused orshark
biology and conservationYhe gala dinnewashosted bythe
National Marine Aquarium, Plymouth, UK

(
Any of us who were luckyr®ugh to be a part of FFSG und
his leadership, or to work alongside him in projects, ti
medal will come as no surprise. This is a fitting and excel
recognition of all the qualities that make Gordso dear to
so many of us. | would encourage you to take another lool
2Aft S5IFNBITfQa I 002t RS
role as Chair, which includes comments on histellar
gualities from many of us in FFS@ublishedin Issue 3

(October 20B) of our newslett®&lFawing Freshwater Fishes Gordon receiving the LEren medal froman

and Habitat<Q Winfield, President of the Kheries Society of the
British Isles Photo:lan Winfield

I A N

But it might be worth reminding otselves of what makes Gord@o suitable as the 2015 LeCren medalist.

adzOK 2F UGUKS AYyF2NNI0GA2Yy L KI @S &dzllL)f ASR 0St2¢

published in Issues 3/14 (August 2014) and 2/15 (2015) of WWeWws (the newsletter of the World
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Association of Zoos and Aquariums, for which Gordon was President frora2R097J. | strongly encourage
you to read these for more details.

The LeCren medalists must have made a lifelong contribution to the studiéishobiology (especially
conservation and contributing to public understanding and training). Gordon has certainly done dmat
continues to. His interest in fishes started young, keeping fish as a teenager, joining the Scottish Aquariur
Society, andi 6 A OS gAYYyAy3I (GKS 2 GSNXIAFS [/ dzLJ 2N WSEOST f
became an Animal Technician in the Zoology Department of the University of Glasgow. He took charge of th
5SLI NGYSYiQa YINRYS | yR TINDB RekepMaiiléhdlin hidjfidid sNkegizYoEBritisly” R
fishes, including the first echo soundings of fish populations carried out in some of Scotland's largest lochs. F
also made technical illustrations for the firkiey to British Freshwater Fishgsblisred by the Freshwater
A2 23A0FE 1 2a20AFGA2Yyd 5dzNAYy 3 D2NR2YyQa &dzo &Sl dzS
and Nigeria he worked on fisheries and aquaculture projects, in difficult circumstances, and developed hi:
skills in organizintpcal field teams for scientific collections of fishes for major international institutions such
as the Natural History Museum, London. Following his BSc (Zoology) in 1974, Gordon worked onghas PhD
revision of African species of the geriLabeq at the same time working as a Lecturer in Biology and setting
up a new department in the University of Sokoto, Nigeria. He set up an aquarium and museum facilities at the
University.

Gordon fishing in his youth in the West of Scotland

After completing his Phordon became the Conservation Officer in the Liverpool Museum, in 1982, and

subsequently the Keeper of Natural History (Conservation) where he maintained museum collections and th

largest museunbased Aquarium and Vivarium in the UK 1985 Gordon was offered the position of Keeper

of Natural History at the Horniman Museum & Gardens, London. During this time Gordon oversaw work or

GKS YdzaSdzyQa O02ffSOiA2yazr |a oStf & LlzotAO €S

AAAYATFAOIYyGfes KS NIYA&aSR TdzyRa 7T AiMiby WatgrRAquaNugifthe Y Sy
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g2NI RQa FANRGO RSRAOFGSR SyuAaANBte (G2 O2yaSNBIFGAZ2Y
fishes. (For more information on thdorniman and theLiving Waters Aquariulh 4SS WIF YS& w206 :
Ay (KS NI O Shidlofy df Zaddzantl Acudfig@entidned below). While based at the Horniman,
Gordon chaired a London Wildlife Trust Woodland Management Committee and teantledth& new
London Ecology Unit to employ longterm jobless youths to survey and conserve local animals and plants. F
continued his African field programs and managed an essential ecological survey, in collaboration with WWI
on the freshwaters of the Korupainforest and the Barombi Mbo Crater Lake, Cameroon. This included
collections of new species as well as new records of invasive species beyond their previously known range
invasion. The report from the work at Korup was placed as a selected projetiiebRolex Awards for
Enterprise 1990. The work also lead to an important review of the fishes of the Cross River basir
(Cameroon/Nigeria); this remains one of the most important sources of information for this part of western
central Africa.

In 1992 Gordon became CuratiorChief at
Chester Zoo where he altered the collection
focus to species that are threatened on the IUCN
Red List(rising to 50%, with 25% placed in
internationally managed breeding @grammes).
Indeed, in the early 1990's, Gordon established
and chaired a Fish and Aquatic Invertebrate
Taxon Advisory Group for the European
Association of Zoos and Aquariums (EAZA). This
Taxon Advisory Group organized the first
collaborative  international breeding and
research programmes for these taxa in public
aquariums, focusing on rare and Red Listed
species. At Chester Zoo he oversaw improvement in exhibition and interpretation, and established oversea
programmes in support of igitu conservation wik. He was promoted to Director of the Zoo in 1995, and
ddzo0 aSljdzSyidf e 5ANBOG2NI DSYSNI f & D2 NFRsReyworR Wi @rfimal& dz3 ¢
including conservation breeding programmes and education and outreach programmes. The annuegdsusin
turnover of the zoo passed £25 million and Gordon oversaw the transfer of portions of the profits to support
O2yaSNBI GA2Yy YR NBaSIFNOK® CAakKSaz o60SAy3a GKS O2N
this time he was elected as Lirare Society President (2062006)ci KS ¢ 2 NI RQ&a 2f RSad f
botany and zoology, and served as an editor foribarnal of Fish Biologs noted above, he was President
of the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums from 2007 to 20@9wblik for WAZA was prolific and is
well summarized in the issue 2/15 of WAZA News. Worth noting here is that, working with WAZA and EAZ
Gordon helped produce important strategy documents sucbageloping the Research Potential of Zoos and
Aquaria: TheEAZA Research Strate@®008), and Turning the Tide: A Global Aquarium Strategy for
Conservation and Sustainabilif2009). The later was endorsed by several international organizations,
including TUCMSSC, Wetlands International, and Conservation Intgwnat (all of whom are closely
associated with FFSG). The report was translated into many languages and downloaded from the WAZ
8




gSoarisS GK2dzalyRa 2F (GAYSad ! yRSNI D2 NRiagGHOABanks &I & .
Wildlife Conservationwhere @rdon gave a keynote address drhe Frozen Ark saving the DNA of
endangered speciesind he cd dzii K2 NB R @ilyobdnkingJ&f NiabR Yiomaterials: implementation of
new strategies for conservation purpoggsiblished in 2009 iMolecular Ecologyvdume 18). Gordon was
also responsible for bringing together the research, conservation, and edudatenests of WAZA and the
FFSG, by arranging joint meetings of tigamizations to share ideas amformation. One of these meetings
¢ the 4™ International Zoo and Aquarium Symposium: Global Freshwater Fish Conservhtidding In Situ
and ex Situ Conservation Actiofisat was hosted in Chester in 2010 by Chester ZooZtdw@ogical Society of
London, and FFSG, ultimately resulted in the publicatibm gpecial issue dhternational Zoo Yearbook
(Volume 47, 2013) oRreshwater Fishes and Their Conservafidns volume, which includes an excellent mix
of scientificreseach, global data analysis, and application of the information to conservati@aheatucation,
includedcontributions from several FFSG members.

2005 meeting of the Freshwater Fish Speciaisbup

Gordon has maintained active, and often leading roles in numerous scientific and conservation committees
including manyUCN Committee and Specialist Groups. Most notably, as noted above, he served as the Glob:
Chair of the IUCASSC/Wetlands International Freshwater Fish Specialist Group (FFSG) for almost a decad
During that time he expanded our group from almost nothing to about 200 expert members, with expert
coverage from around the world. He built the strength of the grdayporganizing international meetings,

almost yearly, to share infaration on fish biology andonsevation. Many of these were hosted by Chester

Zoo, and he found funds to support the attendance of colleagues from less developed countries, since h
knew their input to these meetings to be essential for advancing conservation on the ground. The discussion:
at these meetings provided the seeds for future collaborations within our group, and with others (such as in

9



the zoo community, as discussed above). Ttohis position as Director of Chester Zoo, Gordon was able to
help find funding to support field projects proposed by FFSG members. He supported the development o
IUCNRed Listassessment projects for freshwater fishes; and supported the publicatiorritafat faunal

3dzA RSa &dzOK | & Y2 éldndbdok 6f EwropeaNBeastwatd BishesPRi n{nkKNB 4 G | O
Ichthyology of NepaHe provided extensive input as aa&othor on [UCN publications on the distribution and
conservation status of fiees in Africa.

As stated by Simofi dzI NIi = ¢/ KI A NSur@ivial @LY' Y/ AbaCaaA 2{yLiS O AaDigaNdRsRiyass S
shaped and strengthened the FFSG, and the success and stability of this group owes much to his dedicati
and his ceaseless enthisd Y®¢ LY RSSRZ KA&d SESYLI I NBZ OGA&AAZ2Y | NE
F2NXIffe NBO23IyAT SR Ay CSoNMHzZ NB wnmn 6KSy KS NEB
awarded in recognition of outstanding contributions to the SSC.

Gordonhas a prodigious publication record, with over 240 publications since about 1978. Through these, he
has shared information with scientific and public audiences. His publications cover many different subjects
including information on the anatomy, taxonomgnd conservation of fishes, and on the role of zoos in
science and conservation, as well as publications reviewing the history of science (especially concernir
fishes). His publications have continued into his retirement from the Zoo and FFSG, witlostisecent
publication (ceedited with Geffrey Moore of the UniversityMarine Biological Station, UK) beiRigstory of

Zoos & Aquariums: From Royal gifts to Biodiversity Conservé&tiotner information about this publication is
given onpagell of thisnewsletter.

In summary, Gordon has made an enormous personal and direct contribution to our understanding of the
science of freshwater fishes, and how to conserve them. But he has had an ever greater impact by supportin
his colleagues in the developmemtf their projects, and in bringing the message of freshwater fish
conservation to the public through his career, and his role in chairing the FFSG for many years. Indeed, tf
LeCren medal is well deserved.

10



New Publication History of Zoos and Aquarms: From Royal
Gifts to Biodiversity Conservation
By Gordon McGregor Reid and Geoffrey Moore

lan Harrison and Alex Mauroner
FFSG Technical Officer and FFSG Programme Officer

This excellent publication, esdited by the former Global Chair of FFS@rdn McGregor Reid, is now
available. It is the outcome of the proceedings of an international symposium tiesm Royal Gifts to
Biodiversity Conservation: History and Development of menageries, Zoos and Agudradmss hosted by
Chester Zoo in Ma2011 and was esponsored by the Society for the History of Natural History, The Linnean
{20ASG& 2F [2YyR2y> GUKS . FNIftSdd {20ASdGeéexX FyR (KS
role as ceeditor, he also cauthors with Geoffrey Moorél KS Ly 4 NB RdzOG 2 N®B  OK /I LJG S N.
and he ceauthors a chapter with our former FFSG Programme Officer, Suzanne Turnock, on the Artis Roy:
Zoo in Amsterdam. Suzanne and her predecessor as FFSG Programme Officer, Katalin Csatadi, also wol
with Gina Douglas (of the Linnean Society of London, and the Society for the History of Natural History) &
editorial assistants on the production of the book.

The book (158 pages) is split into four sections, each with several enlightening chapteisgdoa diverse

case studies to illustrate the points being discussed. These sections are: 1) Zoos from small beginnings;
Iljdzk NAdzyaX %22a ! yYRSNBFGSNIT o0 %22& | yR !l dzF NA dzy
Future.

Most FFSG membersowld probably turn first to section 2, specifically on Aquariums. It opens with an
SEOSttSyld OKFLIISNI o6& .SNYR . NHzyySNI 2y WIA&aid2Ne |
O2yaSNBI GA2YyQ YR (KA& Ay Of beiwéea indtitutibhal AdDdaizings laddythe 2 F
I ljdzt NAdzY (N} RS YR K200&8® DS2FFNBE& az22NB  LINRJAF
Lljdzl NAdzy FaG aAffLR2NIQa al NAYyS {GlFdA2yT {O2GfF yR)
small aquarium foased on displaying local fauna and educating visitors about the local ecosystems. The
chapter highlights the challenges faced by a small, and geographically isolated institution. The final chapter c
this section, written by James Robson (Deputy AquaridaNG G 2 NJ 2 F G KS | 2NV AYIY ac
YR CdzlidzNE 2F GKS | 2NYAYlY adzSdzy ! ljdzr NAdzyz [ 2YR
gives a review of the development of the Living Waters Aquarium project coordinated by GordorddcG
Reid when he was Keeper of Natural History at the Horniman. This exhibit was innovative, placing individu:
exhibits in the context of moving along a river from source to sea, and highlighting issues of threats anc
conservation. The chapter concludegh a discussion of a second rebuild of the Aquarium in 2005, with the
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development of new facilities that explore local to global themes and promoteouse and collaborative
research of diverse fields such as coral husbandry and mangrove cultivation.

History of Zoos and Aquariums:
From Royal Gifts to Biodiversity Conservation

Gordon McGregor Reid and Geoffrey Moore

The chapters in the other sections of this book are highly worth reading. For example, there is an informative
piece by Onnie Byers and Robert Lacy on the Conservation Breeding Specialist Group, and an interesti
account of Spedes Information Systems used by Zoos and Aquariums, written by Karin Schwartz and Nate
CfSaySaad L LI NLGAOdzZ NI & Syz22@8SR NBFRAYy3I (GKS OK
LINE GARSNEQ o6& al33AS 9aaz2ys (K®BrzéoRdzOF A2y t NR3INI"

The publication gives a highly readable account of how zoos have evolved into organizations for public leisur
education and science, with a role in biodiversity conservation and sustainable futures. The narrative account
are well illustratedwith a range of photographs and drawings (new and archival) and interesting charts and
graphs that document the history of zoos and their resources. The cover of the publication, shown here, give
a great sense of what lies within!

The publication is GBHZ; which is great value. For more information on ordering the publication, go to:
http://shnh.org.uk/news/historyzoosaquariumsnow-available/

12
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Vishwanath Waikhom Rceives theEK Janaki Ammal National
Award for Animal Taxonomy

The EK Janaki Ammal National award for Animal Taxonomy
IAQSY gl & o0& GUKS 12yQofS ! yAazy
Pakash Javadekar to Vishwanath Waikhom (Regionaictair

for South Asia FFSG) fois contribution to freshwater fish

taxonomy of the Eastern Himalaya at the World Environment

Day celebration in New Dheli."5June 2015

FFSG membeeceived theNatural Sciences anBngineering Research
Council of Canada (NSERE)V.R. Steacie Fellowship February of this
year (so we are giving our belated congratulations), awarded by the
Canadian Governmen As part of the award, Stevereceives $250,000 to
continue his researchrostress experiences of individual fish during
migration, with a focus on salmonids. Cooke will be relieved of teaching
and administrative duties for two years in order to devote his time and
energy to research and mentoring students. In the photo Coakethe
left) is receiving the award from the Governor General of Canada

13



FFSG Welcomes Two New RegionalGPairs

Alex Mauroner
FFSG Programme Officer

As part of our continued effort to support activity at the regional level, the FFSG has undergo more
changes in regional leadership. Dr. Paul Skelton, who has been dutifully serving as Regional Chair for South
' FNAOFZ A& NBOGANAY3I YR KIFIR Fa{SR (2 adSLI R2gy TFI
Dr. Olaf Weyl (new tahe FFSG) will now serve as Regional Chair for Southern Africa. He is also Principl
Scientist for the South African Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity. Dr. Weyl has already been proactive anc
enthusiastic in his new position with our group.

We are also Appy to welcome Dr. Dmitry Lajus to the FFSG as the new Regional Chair for the Easter
t £ SIENODGAO wSIA2Y OF2NN¥NSNI & dab2NIKSNY ! aAlé0d &
Bogutskaya, who had very recently stepped down. Dmitry is an Assdtiafessor at Saint Petersburg State
University in their Department of Ichthyology and Hydrobiology. Though he is new to the FFSG, Dr. Lajus h.
worked with some of our members in the past and comes highly recommended in the area of conservation
We lookforward to seeing the work that he and others will accomplish in this very important region for
freshwater fishes and habitats.

14



HAFSG Chair Lea8¢rategic Development Meeting at AqQuarama
2015

Scott Dowd
New England Aquarium and Chair of theme Aquaum Fish Suisroup

A complete report of the meeting is available from the FFSG website at:
http://www.iucnffsqg.org/aboutffsg-2/home-aquariumfish-sub-group/

ExecutiveSummary

At the Aquarama 2015 Seminars held in Singapore MayJ2®e 1 the IUCN Freshwater Fishes Specialist
Group worked with the event organizers to convene discussions, panels, and a Strategic Development
Meeting with the goals of developing a frameskdo maximize environmental and socioeconomic benefits as
an outcome of the home aquarium trade.

In recent years, it has become increasingly clear there is substantial overlap in the shared goals for

environmental and socioeconomic benefits between comerad stakeholders, the academic/conservation
community, and zoos and public aquariums. Leaders in these three groups convened at Aquarama to discuss
shared goals, shared challenges, and how a harmonized strategy may yield significant benefits to all.

Inthe not too distant past, these three groups would not necessarily have viewed the others as partners; in
fact, a certain degree of reservation towards each other was not uncommon. The sincere commitment to
collaboration that took place at the Singapore @tieg was, itself, a great step forward. The key perspectives
of the three groups at this point can be described through the following examples:

w LYRdzZZGNEBY 5N DSNIfR .IaatSSNE tNBaARSyld 27
for trade members to support research on the industry. He also described intolerance within OFI for

poor ethics and unsustainable practices. He saw a great opportunity to partner with zoos and aquariums

to inspire and foster the next generation of responsibléKmepers.

w ! OFRSYAOkO2yaSNBIGA2Y 2NBFYAT FGA2YyaY aad [y
to descriptions of how the aquarium trade is being negatively affected by activists in the EU, shared
examples from Cl's work that demonstrdtethe trade community that Cl and other mainstream
scientific/conservation groups are able and ready to work with industry to redirect and rebrand it as a
FT2NOS F2NJ 322Rd ¢KSasS SEIFYLXSa 6SNBY 0 /LQA
dragonfish (Scleropages formosus) market in the US, with recognition that the trade of dragonfish will
help to direct funds to the conservation of the species in situ, and; b) she cited a case study in which CI
15
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maintained their partnership with the SEA Aguan despite the fact that the aquarium was being
attacked by animal rights groups in protests over dolphins exhibits.

w tdzofAO 1228 FyYR | ljdzZ NAdzyayY / AyReé [SS 2F (KS
for increased tweway exchange beteen the home aquarium trade and zoos and aquariums in
technology and overall strategic planning. Cindy shared that zoos and public aguariums have
approximately 200 million visitors annually and that they represent an ideal platform for messaging that
will reach a broad and relevant population.

The goal of elucidating the shared priorities by the three groups was met. A broad strategic framework
plan was developed, which calls for the Home Aquarium Fiskg&ulp to produce a Consensus

Statement and White Reer identifying opportunities to maximize socioeconomic and environmental
benefit from the aquarium hobby, case studies to be showcased and promoted in public aquariums and
zoos, and harmonized and reflective marketing with commercial trade partners hanuabobby

community.

International Fish Competit
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Photo: Facilitators Network Singapore
Next steps and timeline

w WdzyS mMpZ vHampY hLISYy O2YYSyYyidlINE YR NBGASG 2vy
strategy of the HAFSG to identify lefitial case studies and opportunities associated with the trade,
which can be used to showcase positive examples at zoos and public aquariums in a way to foster a
market for aquarium fishes that are sustainable, benefit the environment, and help suppgait |

livelihoods.
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w hy3a2Ay3ay ¢KS 11 C{D {GSSNAYy3 /2YYAGUSS 6{/0 Y
stakeholders within the aquarium fish trade, the scientific/conservation community, and zoos and public
aquariums.

w Wdzf @ ™ p FSG 30wl Prodadé & Condensus Statement comprising points of agreement in
regard to fostering environmental and socioeconomic benefits from the aquarium fish trade.

w {SLWHSYOSNI MZ HampY ¢KS 1! C{D {/ &AftilesafiNii dzOS
the home aquarium fish trade currently results in environmental and/or socioeconomic benefit, where
through attainable adaptation it could result in benefit, and where there is the urgent need for
environmental stewardship or livelihoods theduld be attained from the aquarium trade.

w hy3a2Ay3YyY 22N] 6AGK GNIYRS 3INRdzLJA adzOK & hNy!
Trade Association (OATA), and the Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council (PIJAC) to seek examples that
might be inaided in the HAFSG White Paper.

w ! % blOGA2yLFf [/ 2y FSNBy O Swide fitativé forizoosamdraquarRiid ty’ O S
showcase examples from the HAFSG White Paper in their exhibits and programs. This initiative should
highlight conservationtemes, while encouraging visitors to enter the fishkeeping hobby and seek fishes
that have been sourced in ways that result in beneficial outcomes.

w hy3a2Ay3ay tfly RS@GSt2LISyd YSSOGAy3a G @SydzSa
AZA, EUAGRAW, Aquatic Experience, Interzoo, Aquarama, etc.

Photo: Facilitators Network Singapore
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New Publication- The Status and Distribution of Freshwater
Biodiversity in the Arabian Peninsula

Nieves Garcia, lan Harrison, Neil Coxdaviarcelo F. Tognelli
IUCNConservation International Biodiversity and FFSG Technical Officer (lan Harrison)

This report, published in July 201&valuates the conservation status, at the regional scale, of 292 species
belong to five taxonomic groupsnadluding 18 species of fishes, 30 species of molluscs, 59 species of
dragonflies and damselflies, three species of freshwater crabs and 182 wetland dependent plants. The repol
shows that freshwater crabs and fishes show a high degree of endemism, with 400 83% of the species
respectively not being found anywhere else outside of the region. Overall 17% of the Arabian freshwater tax:

are threatened with extinction at the regional scale, with a further 3% assessed as near Threatened and 20
as data Defient.

A short artcle on one of the species of fish assesSada dunsireiis given orpage34 of this Newsletter.

The full report is:

Garcia, N., Harrison, I., Cox, N., and Tognelli, M.F. (compilers). (2b#5)Status and Distribution of

Freshwater Bdiversity in the Arabian Peninsul&@land, Switzerland, Cambridge, UK and Arlington, USA:
IUCN.

The reportis available for download from:
http://www.iucn.org/about/work/programmes/species/our work/about freshwater/resources freshwater/

The Arabian freshwater assessments were possible thanks to the very
generous support to IUCN by the Environment Agency of Abu Dhabi. Additonal
support for data compilation and editing, and workshop facilitation was

supplied by the Moore Centre for Science and Oceans within Conservation
International.
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